CHARACTER ANALYSIS                                                                                                      4




Running Head: CHARACTER ANALYSIS                                                                                   1
   





Character Analysis

Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation

John is the narrator's husband who takes care and controls her recovery journey. He is a highly esteemed physician who believes solely in practicality, facts and science. John lacks imagination skills or disregards them. John believes in himself, and he is very confident in what he does. John controlled his wife recovery journey and suggested that he only want what's best for her. He claims that his treatments to his wife are the best ones, and what she thinks should be done is not a necessity in treatment (Charlotte, 1892). Although John may seem like the villain of "The Yellow Wallpaper", his intentions are pure-hearted from the perspective of his field of expertise and character.
John is caring for the time he spends taking care of his wife. One of the reasons that his wife disregards his help is because John misses seeing "the trapped, stressed woman inside" and only focuses on "the outer pattern" of her wife (Charlotte, 1892). From a physician perspective, John may not have been familiar with emotional struggles since they were not common at the time. It was also believed that anything emotional was not treatable through the scientific ways which John was familiar with. Not many people were diagnosed with what he calls a "slight hysterical tendency" which is a psychological disorder (Charlotte, 1892). Some people in the time believed the best treatment for the mental condition was "the rest cure" where patients were confined to their beds and restricted from working and interactions with others. John's wife received some of these treatments while John acted as a caretaker, doctor and a husband.
The character is also an optimist. John diagnoses his wife with a psychological disorder but disregards claims that it might be severe. He clings on to his beliefs that his wife will be okay. He controls and manipulates every decision and move his wife opts to make, though in a professional way. (Charlotte, 1892). John was worried that as a patient, his wife would make rash decisions that would jeopardize her recovery process. When he finds no physical problem with her wife, he sighs and suggests that her wife is well and that she only has a temporary nervous depression. His wife also praises his deeds. She says that he has always been on her side even on her worst days (Charlotte, 1892). The testimony attests that John had good intentions towards her wife. Maybe John was someone who couldn't understand human emotions and social cues which may render him not to understand the emotional cravings of his wife.
In conclusion, we cannot attest that John was a villain. There is so much good about him than bad. To give the benefit of the doubt, we can also say that John is not a physician of human emotions rather than the physical conditions which he does professionally and with care. In being controlling, patients tend to want to do things which makes them comfortable but may jeopardize their recovery process. Thus we can attest to John's desire to see his patients doing better out of goodwill. From his wife's praises, we can only applaud his good deeds and forget our worst speculations. Sometimes we are quick to judge someone without considering their weaknesses and inabilities or without putting ourselves in their shoes.
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